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80 Monatshefte fur deutsche Sprache und Pddagogik. 

Das Schulrad muss geolt werden. Es hat eine Zeit gegeben, wo die 
Lehrer es iinter ihrer Wiirde hielten, sich mit der Gehaltsfrage zu be- 
schaftigen. Wem lage dies aber naher als dem Lehrer? Die erfolgreiche 
Tatigkeit der Schule steht in Gefahr, und auf die Lehrer muss man in 
allererster Linie zur Abwendung der Gefahr rechnen. Die I^ehrer miissen 
darauf bestehen, dass ihnen Gesundheit, zufriedener Sinn, Gemiitsfreu- 
digkeit, gute Nahrung, ein warmes Zimmer im Winter, anstandige Klei- 
dung, die Moglichkeit der beruflichen Weiterbildung, die Gelegenheit zur 
Befordenmg, eine billige Sicherstellung im Amte, Schutz vor ungerechter 
Behandlung und eine hohere gesellschaftliche Stellung gewahrleistet 
werden. Es ist die Pflieht eines jeden Lehrers, darauf zu bestehen, dass 
alle unwiirdigen Elemente aus dem Lehrerstande ausgeschieden werden. 
Das Fundament fiir eine zufriedenstellende Tatigkeit im Erziehungsfacbe 
miissen wohlbestallte Manner und Frauen sein, die dureh wirkliche Ver- 
dienste solehe Stellungen sich erworben haben und halten, die den besten 
Mannern und Frauen des Landes erstrebenswert erscheinen soUten. 

M. G. 

Berichte und Notizen. 



The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Central Division of the Modern 
Language Association of America. 



The twelfth annual meeting of the Central Division of the Modern Language 
Association of America took place at the University of Chicago, December 27, 28, 
and 29, 1906. 

President Harry Pratt Judson of the University of Chicago delivered a brief 
address of welcome. 

This was followed by the address of the chairman of the Central Division of 
the Association, Professor E. P. Baillot. Owing to the latter's absence in Europe 
his address was read by Professor Gustaf Karsten. 

After the report of the secretary and the appointment of committees the fol- 
lowing papers* were presented and discussed: 

"Transition in English Prose." In this paper Prof. Clark, of Northwestern 
University, showed that a smooth transition belongs to good style and that the 
student acquires it but slowly. He then pointed out some methods of transition 
employed by different writers, e. g. conjunctions, conjunctive adverbs, etc. 

"Studies in the Technic of the Modem German Novel" is the title of a paper 
read by Prof. C. H. Handschin, of Miami University. By comparing the older 
and present day methods of handling the materials the writer pointed out the 
progress of technic in the modern German novel. 

"American Criticism of Shakespeare" by Pres. Jane Sherzer, Oxford College 
for Women. The -writer contended that Peabody, Verplanck, Hudson and White 
were the only editors in America before 1866 that are worth mentioning. 



* Owing to lack of space it is impossible to mention all the papers in this 
report. 
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*'Hauptmann's Treatment of Germanic Myths." In this interesting paper 
Prof. P. H. Grummann, of the University of Nebraska, showed that the Ver- 
sunkene Glocke can be correctly interpreted only in connection with 
H a n n e 1 e. 

"On the Conser\'atism of Language in a New Country" by Prof. F. E. Bryant. 
The writer pointed out that a language is not necessarily more conservative in a 
colony than in the mother country, as is generally believed. 

Prof. R. J. Kellogg, of James Millikin University, presented a paper on 
**A Structural Classification of French and German." In French pronominal and 
verb systems, etc., obbtain, whereas in German the types of structure are ad- 
jectival, and pronominal declensions, compound verbs, derivatives and composition. 

"Herder's Views on Folk-song and Melody" by Prof. Gustaf Karsten, of the 
University of Illinois, In this paper the writer showed that Herder's views on 
folk-song were the organic outgrowth of his speculations on ethnical, linguistic, 
and literary evolution. 

D. W. W. Florer, of the University of Michigan, read a paper on "Frenssen's 
Hilligenlei and Rosegger's I. N. R. I." The points emphasized were: Welt- 
anschauung, attitude toward the New Testament, toward Christ, and toward the 
present religious reformation in Germany. 

In the departmental meeting, on the afternoon of the second day, of Germanic 
languages the following questions were discussed: 

1. "The Work of the third and fourth Year German in High Schools." Dis- 
cussion introduced by Prof. L. Fossler, of the University of Nebraska. 

2. "The Importance of Phonetics in Modern Language Instruction." The 
discussion was introduced by Prof. P. 0. Kern, of Chicago University. After much 
discussion the German section recommended phonetic instruction in the summer 
sessions. 

3. "What should be the Minimum Preparation for Teaching German in 
American Secondary Schools?" In Prof. Carruth's absence his introductory ad- 
dress was read by Prof. C. B. Wilson, of the State University of Iowa. This 
address provoked a good deal of discussion. While the general sentiment was in 
favor of a high requirement, the section did not think it expedient and within its 
jurisdiction to fix a minimum preparation for teachers of German, the conditions 
and facilities in the several states being so varied. The lack of properly qualified 
teachers was deplored. 

"August Wilhelm Schlegel and Goethe's Epic and Elegiac Verse" by Dr. J, W. 
SchoU, University of Michigan. According to the writer's results Schlegel exerted 
a very slight influence on Goethe's notions of what is permissible in a dactyl, and 
a slight contribution to his knowledge of the caesura and its uses. 

In "Das Theater in Schillers Balladen" Prof. Otto Heller, of Washington 
University, showed that the actual theatre with setting and full equipment 
haunted Schiller's imagination when writing his ballads. 

In an excellent paper "The Relation between Ballad and Folk-tale," Dr. A. 
Beatty, of the University of Wisconsin, pointed out that neither festal communal 
life nor communal labor can account for all the facts in trying to establish the 
priority of poetry over prose, but they must be supplemented by a study of 
custom, ceremonial, and ritual. 

Of the seven papers read by title only, three dealt with subjects in the field 
pf German language and literature. 

Miami University. Wm. F. Luebke. 



